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THE KIMBERLEYS, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
HISTORY, POTENTIALITIES AND INCIDENTS 
[By Arthur Laurie (Senior Vice-President 
of the Society)] 
(Read before the Meeting of the Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland on August 25, 1960.) 
The Kimberley district in North Western Australia 
occupies an area of 120,000 square miles and is little 
known to the people of Australia although it has an 
interesting historical background. It was named after 
the Earl of Kimberley who was Colonial Secretary in 
the British Government, of 1870-74, led by Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone. 
The first Europeans to see the coast line were Abel 
J. Tasman and his crews in the ships "Limmen," 
"Zeemeeuv," and the "Bracq" in 1644, but he made no 
landing anywhere on the West Australian coast. 
The next visit was in 1688 when William Dampier 
in the "Cygnet" with a crew of buccaneers landed in a 
bay which he named after his ship. This was in the 
latitude of 16 degrees. Dampier was unfavourably 
impressed with the country he saw. He described it as 
useless for any kind of settlement, and the people, the 
aborigines, were worse. 
He said they were the most miserable type of 
human beings he had ever seen or heard of, and was 
sure they were the lowest types in the world. While 
there, he careened his ship and rested his crew. He 
returned to the same locality eleven years later in 1699 
but gave no better report of the country than he had 
made on his first visit. 
Matthew Flinders passed along the coast in the 
"Investigator" in 1803 when he was circumnavigating 
the coastline of Australia and if he made any landings 
at all they do not appear to have aroused his interest. 
The First Settlement 
Western Australia's first settlement took place in 
1829 on the Swan River, and Sir James Stirling was 
the first Governor. It was a Crown colony, and was 
sponsored by the British Government. The new settle-
ment had many local difficulties and was not interested 
in the far north. 
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In 1837, Sir George Grey organised an expedition 
with the approval of the British Government, to 
explore North Western Australia, which is now the 
Kimberley District. The party landed at Hanover 
Bay and the Glenelg River was discovered and named. 
He made a thorough examination of the country and 
contacted the blacks in many places. At one stage he 
was attacked by them and severely wounded, but he 
still continued his studies of this interesting race of 
people. He discovered some rock paintings made by 
the blacks which he described as being remarkable, 
and the subjects portrayed, suggested some contact 
with white people.*'' There may at some time or 
other, have been shipwrecked seamen living with the 
blacks, which influenced the records. 
The finding of gold in the Eastern colonies of New 
South Wales and Victoria created some interest in the 
struggling settlement in the West, and it is on record 
that in 1854 a Government Surveyor, Robert Austin, 
found traces of gold on the Murchison River. This is 
at least 900 miles south of the Fitzroy River which is 
accepted as being the boundary of the Kimberley 
district. 
(1) There are various theories for the origin of the aboriginal paintings in 
the Kimberley caves. A book published in Paris in 1663 would 
suggest that a French voyager, the Sieur de Gonneville, in 1503, 
discovered Australia and tried to Christianise the aborigines in that 
portion of north-west Australia by coloured representat ions of the 
Saviour. If that theory is too fantastic for acceptance, two alterna-
tive theories have been advanced. William Moore, in The Story of 
Australian Art, published in 1934. recalls that in an article on rock 
paintings of North West Australia in "Oceania" (October 1920) 
Professor A. P. Elkin concluded that, while the paintings probably 
did not originate with the aborigines, there was definite evidence that 
they were connected wth the organisation and beliefs of the tribes. 
The Rev. John Campbell, LL.D., Professor of Church History, 
Montreal, interpreted the signs above the face* of the large figure of 
a man 10ft. 6in. high. His opinion was read at the Seventh Meeting 
of the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science at 
Sydney in 1898. The signs, he said, were "eas ly recognisable to 
those of early Turunian syllabary employed by the ancestors of the 
Japanese and kindred peoples, of which inscriptions have been found 
in Siberia and Japan, and of which the Korean alphabet is a lineal 
descendant." The lecturer had l i t t le hesitation in calling the inscrip-
tion ancient .Japanese, and said that it was plain that 62 Japanese 
were cast ashore on the western coast near the caves. The meaning 
of the signs was : " T h e number of the hopeless is — , " the 62 circles 
indicating how many. Their landfall. Dr. Campbell considered, could 
not have been later than the 12th century, as at that time the old 
characters were superseded by the modified Chinese used in Japan 
to-day. 
All the available evidence suggests that the paintings were not 
conceived by aboriginal craftsmen, although they may have been drawn 
under the influence and tutelage of shipwrecked voyagers, either from 
Europe or the East . The Asiatics knew of the existence of Australia 
long before European voyagers. The Chinese knew- of a Great South-
land as early as 1420, and records show that in 1477 Emperor Ying 
Tsung had a remarkably clear porcelain map of the Australian outline. 
A Chinese admiral, Cheng Ho, is reputed to have circumnavigated the 
Great Southland with 62 ships.—Ed. 
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Explorations by Forrest 
The first West Australian explorer to investigate 
the interior of the Kimberleys was Alexander Forrest, 
who went through from the Fitzroy River to Pine 
Creek in the Northern Territory in 1879. His party, 
although listed as explorers, would be prospectors as 
well. Their report stated: "Auriferous country in Ord 
watershed, strong colours of gold for 40 miles down the 
river." 
The West Australian Government ordered further 
explorations by Forrest, and on this occasion he was 
accompanied by E. T. Hardman, a geologist, but no 
gold of any value was found. Some dispute arose 
during this period as a claim was made by Phillip 
ALEXANDER FORREST 
Saunders and Adam Johns in 1881. Both these pros-
pectors had been on the Palmer rush in Queensland 
and were men of experience. They stated gold was 
found in the area traversed by both parties, but there 
was not sufficient to start a rush. 
The various reports led to a prospecting party 
being formed and fitted out. It was led by John 
Slattery, and other members were Chas. Hall, J. 
McCogue, John Campbell, Alex Nicholson and H. A. 
Poult. They left Yeeda station, Fitzroy River, at the 
end of August 1885 and before the end of the year 
607 
they found payable gold at Hall's Creek. This field 
was 250 miles south of Wyndham and 300 miles east of 
Derby. The field produced 302 ounces of gold in a 
short period. It was officially proclaimed in 1886 and 
by this time the production figure rose to 5,000 ounces, 
both in reef and alluvial workings. 
At this time also Hall's Creek became a magnet of 
attraction for adventurers from all over Australia and 
the population grew to about 2,000. They came by boat 
to either Wyndham in the North or Derby in the West. 
Many came overland from the goldfields in North 
Queensland, Croydon the latest to be opened, and also 
from the Palmer, Gilbert, and Charters Towers. 
The "Ragged Thirteen" 
One group came from Broken Hill and Western 
Queensland, and were nicknamed the "Ragged Thir-
teen." They were just "bush larrikins," comparable 
with the "bodgies" of to-day, and the name was due to 
their impoverished condition, but when they arrived 
at Hall's Creek they had equipment in horses, both 
pack and saddle, that would be a credit to an exploring 
expedition starting out with capital behind them. 
Plunder was the order of the day on the journey of 
2,500 miles. The party broke up on the diggings with-
out any member getting any benefit out of gold. 
Another character, known as "Russian Jack," 
stated to be the strongest man in Australia, started 
from Derby with a mate and a wheelbarrow. A few 
miles on the road the mate took sick and the Russian 
put him on the barrow with the equipment and 
wheeled his passenger 300 miles to the field. (2) There 
is no record of whether either of them was a successful 
digger. Hall's Creek goldfield produced no sensational 
returns for any of its operators and compared with 
other goldfields in Australia can be written off as a 
poor proposition, although there are many people 
to-day who claim it could be revived. 
(2) Russian J a c k ' s tr ip by wheelbarrow with his sick mate was actually 
made from Ftzroy Crossing to Hal l ' s Creek. Russian J a c k ' s mate, 
who was completely exhausted, told his companion to go on, but 
Jack refused to leave him. He repaired a dray for a shanty-keeper 
known as "Mother Dead-Finish" in return for a barrow, bundled his 
mate and swags into it, and duly arrived at Ha l l ' s Creek. This was 
recorded by Warden Price, then Government Resident of East 
Kimberley.—Ed. 
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From Goldmining to Grazing 
During the period when prospectors were out 
searching for gold another industry was making 
progress, and to-day it is the most promising industry 
in the Kimberleys. Following the favourable report by 
Alexander Forrest, the explorer, on his expedition 
from the coast to Pine Creek on the value of the area 
as a grazing proposition, interest was awakened and 
spread rapidly. It appeared to be the best pastoral 
proposition in Western Australia, with permanent 
water and grass in abundance. Moves were made from 
different parts of Australia to settle in the area. 
Forrest suggested Beagle Bay as the first landing 
place. 
First in the field was J. Brockman, a well known 
pioneer pastoralist who landed there with sheep in 
1882. He was followed by several others, the Murray 
Pastoral Co. who were Messrs. A. R. Richardson, 
S. R. Elliott, W. Patterson and H. Cornish with 2,000 
sheep, also the Kimberley Pastoral Co. with sheep and 
cattle, and many others. 
In 1880, two graziers from Queensland, Patrick 
and Michael Durack visited Perth and interviewed 
Alex. Forrest about the prospects of settlement. 
Their station in Queensland was Thylungera on 
Kyabra Creek in the South Western corner of the 
State and their holdings were subject to long droughts. 
Nat Buchanan's Great Trek 
Another firm of graziers in Victoria, Messrs. 
Osman and Panton, leased land in East Kimberley in 
1883, and started cattle for stocking this area from 
Richmond, on the Flinders River in Queensland. These 
cattle were placed in charge of Nat Buchanan, ^ >^ a 
(3) Nathaniel Buchanan (1K26-1901) had considerable experience in over-
landing. In 1859, with William Landsborough, he explored new 
country, principally on the tr ibutaries of the Fitzroy River (Q'ld.), 
where both men suffered severe privations before being rescued. 
Buchanan became part-owner, with Landsborough and others, of Bowen 
Downs Station, near Longrach. In October 1877, with Sam Croker 
as a companion. Buchanan investigated the country from the known 
country round the Rankine River to the Overland Telegraph Line. 
They discovered Buchanan 's Creek, which provided a watering place, 
and much good country forming part of the Barklv Tablelands. For 
a time Buchanan had Wave Hill, but lost it in 1894. In 1896. with 
another man and a black boy, he started with camels and equipment 
provided by the South Australian Government to seek a stock route to 
North Queensland. He went from Oodnadatta up the line to Tennant 
Creek, then west to S t a r t ' s Creek. About 40 miles from Hookers' 
Creek he sighted the hills now named after him, reached a branch of 
Hooker 's Creek next day, and from there went to Hal l ' s Creek and 
thence to his headquarters at Flora Valley. His at tempts to find a 
stock route to the west were unsuccessful, but his report to the 
South Australian Government added greatlv to the knowledge of the 
country. See Gordon Buchanan, Packhorse and Waterhole (1933). 
—Ed. 
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great bushman and an associate of William Lands-
borough, the explorer, who discovered many of Queens-
land's best grazing lands. 
The contract was to deliver 4,000 head of cattle to 
Ord River station in Western Australia. This expedi-
tion had many adventures, trials and tribulations. 
When they reached the McArthur River in the 
Northern Territory, pleuro broke out among the mobs 
and inoculation was carried out under difficulties. 
Yards had to be built quickly, and the only tools avail-
able were tomahawks and axes. 
The job was carried out efficiently, but it was 
here that a drover in the party was murdered by the 
blacks. His name was Fraser — he was taken by 
surprise and had no defence as his revolver was on his 
horse some distance away. Darcy Uhr, (*) a member of 
the party, organised a reprisal against the blacks and 
the report says the savages were dispersed effectively. 
It was at this stage that the expedition was run-
ning short of supplies. Bob Button, a Victorian, who 
later became famous in the Kimberleys, was sent to 
the Katherine Telegraph Station to get relief and he 
returned without mishap with all the necessities. 
Travelling from now on was good. There was 
plenty of water and grass and the cattle improved. 
There was a hazard ahead of them known as the 
Wickham River gorges but this was negotiated safely 
and they were not attacked by the blacks, as was the 
(4) Wentworth Darcy Uhr, pioneer, overlander and prospector, a splendid 
horseman, un expert with rifle and stockwhip, and a formidable rough 
and tumble fighter, was the third son of Edmund Blucher Uhr. who, 
soon after coming from England, owned a station on Liverpool Plains, 
N.S.W., and in the 1840's took up Tent Hill Station, near Gatton, 
Q'ld. In 1845 he was at Wivenhoe in the Brisbane Valley, where 
his brother Prank was killed by the blacks. About 1846, Edmund 
Uhr, with Stephen Ferri ter , took up Barambah Station, to the south-
east of Murgon. Edmund Uhr was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms of 
the Queensland Parl iament in 1864, and died on July 13, 1874. 
Wentworth Darcy Uhr was probably born in 1849. There are gaps 
in his colourful career which have never been filled, but he was 
certainly one of the most picturesque figures in the pastoral history of 
Queensland and the Northern Terr i tory. In 1872, Uhr overlanded 
the first beef cattle from Queensland to the Northern Territory — 
a mob of 400 bullocks taken from the Charters Towers distrct to 
Port Darwin to provide meat supplies for the sett lers. He was also 
the first drover to take cattle around the Gulf route through 700 
miles of wilderness, from Burketown to the Katherine River. In 1872, 
he discovered the first gold at Pine Creek. In 1880, Uhr was manager 
of Florida Station, in eastern Arnhem Land, owned by J . A. Macartney. 
On a number of occasions, the homestead was attacked by blacks, 
who were driven off by Uhr and 'his Chinese retainers. Uhr was 
in the Kimberley gold rush of 1886, and was reported to be on 
Coolgardie in the 1890's . Thereafter, this legendary character, who 
shares with Christy Palmerston the honour of being the hero of 
countless exploits in yarns told around campfires for the past fifty 
years, fades into the mists .—Ed. 
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experience of many who followed in their tracks. This 
location was the haunt of the blacks, and their method 
of attack, in addition to spearing, was to roll huge 
boulders down upon the travellers. This type of 
assault, especially against travelling stock, was some^ 
thing to be feared, while it left the attackers in com-
parative safety. 
The journey was completed in June 1884. The 
station was formed on the Ord River and Bob Button, 
who had travelled with the cattle, became the 
manager. 
The Durack Expedition 
The next expedition to the Kimberleys was the 
one organised by the Durack family of Queensland. 
This outfit started after Nat Buchanan's move from 
the Flinders River, but in the same year, 1883. It was 
a larger expedition than Buchanan's, it had to travel 
further, and it started off in worse country. There 
were four mobs making 8,000 cattle altogether, with 
plant including horses, waggons, with all supplies for 
the long journey which was estimated to be 2,500 
miles, the starting point being Thylungera on Kyabra 
Creek locality in South Western Queensland. 
This expedition was the greatest of its kind in 
Australia and it was successful despite all the 
difficulties encountered. It was one, could it have been 
filmed, depicting all the conditions of the time and the 
experiences of those who took part, that would be a 
feature Hollywood of to-day would pay much money 
for as a box office attraction. 
Early in the journey the first problem was getting 
through the dry areas of Western Queensland, which 
are rarely free from drought, and then into an area 
where monsoonal rains would be the other extreme. 
Here the cattle were attacked by crocodiles in crossing 
flooded rivers. There were also attacks from wild 
blacks, and one of the partners in the venture, John 
Durack, was fatally speared by the savages. They 
battled on, meeting other difficulties, and eventually 
after two and a half years they reached the Ord River 
in Western Australia in 1885. 
Descendants of the first Duracks are still living 
in the Kimberleys to-day. The firm, Connor, Doherty, 
and Durack which started business during the pastoral 
expansion, is one of the most successful of its kind in 
the State. 
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Other pastoralists were moving from the Eastern 
Colonies during this period, and one party, the 
MacDonald brothers, started from Goulburn, New 
South Wales, with the Kimberleys as their objective, 
with over 1,000 head of cattle to travel nearly 3,000 
miles. Had they been successful they would have held 
the long distance record, but the herd perished before 
they reached their destination. This setback did not 
deter them; they started later with fresh stock, and 
eventually were numbered as successful pastoralists in 
the new territory. 
Progress in Settlement 
Towards the end of the 1880's the pastoral indus-
t ry was well launched. During this period, the 
Surveyor-General of Western Australia, Mr. John 
Forrest, paid a visit to the Kimberleys and later 
expressed himself as being satisfied with the progress 
made in settlement. As the herds increased, the ques-
tion of markets for stock became a difficulty. 
The influx of thousands of diggers over the border 
in search of gold was a help but it was only tempor-
arily. When the gold gave out other avenues were 
sought. The prospect of moving cattle on the hoof 
to Wyndham and then by ship to Singapore and other 
Eastern centres of Asia, opened up, but the cost of 
transport was considerable and after a trial it was 
dropped. ^^^ 
In the early nineties, the re-action from the finan-
cial crisis in the Eastern colonies had an effect on the 
settlers' enterprises. One hopeful feature was the 
granting of responsible Government to Western 
Australia in 1890, wherein the people could devise 
means of relief to their situation without referring 
their problems overseas for decision. 
A ray of hope for prosperity occurred when the 
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie goldfields broke out in the 
South, and that meant increased population. This did 
help but again there was the question of transport to 
markets. 
Cattle could not be driven overland to the gold-
fields as deserts intervened. They had to be shipped 
(5) In recent years the same scheme has been successfully revived. The 
world shortage of meat was responsible, and during 1960, 13.000 head 
of cattle were shi])ped from Derbv, mainly to the Philippines and 
Hongkong. Modern shipping facilities have "made all the difference to 
the cattle industry, and further improvement is expected. 
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from ports on the west coast, and had to be fattened 
and conditioned after landing. That interfered with 
profits. However, a big area of the Kimberleys was 
stocked with sheep and the wool was easier to dispose 
of than beef. 
Blacks a Menace 
The greatest standby to the settlers was that their 
land was generally free from drought. One ever-
present threat however was the blacks. They were a 
very fierce type, and were perpetually on the warpath. 
Not only were stocks destroyed, but many white 
people were attacked and killed. One particular out-
law, "Pigeon," had a run of depredations lasting two 
and a half years. He fought battles with the white 
settlers as well as the police, and killed a policeman 
named Richardson before his end came. 
The Kimberley blacks continued their war against 
white occupation right down until recent years, but 
they are now under control. They were employed on 
the stations and rendered good service, but the 
independent spirit was always with them as is com-
mon with aboriginals anywhere in Australia. 
The pastoral industry continues to be the most 
prominent in the Kimberleys. The question of 
markets is a constant problem. Recourse has been 
made to air transport. The Air Beef production 
scheme was started at Glenroy station where the stock 
were killed and immediately the carcases were flown to 
Wyndham meatworks 500 miles away, to be chilled 
and exported. This venture was started in 1949 after 
the Second World War and it has been successful. In 
1951, 4,000 carcasses were transported, and two years 
later the number reached 5,200. 
Pearl Fishing 
Another industry which has been in progress for 
many years is pearl fishing, and it has been of great 
value. During World War II, in 1942, the Japanese 
raided the principal port, Broome, and the Government 
destroyed fishing boats to the value of thousands of 
pounds so that they should not fall into the hands of 
the enemy. Since then the industry was re-established 
and is again progressing favourably. 
The search for oil also has been in progress for 
some years and encouraging traces have been found. 
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Isolation has been reduced by the establishment of the 
Flying Doctor Service and it has been of great benefit 
to the settlers. 
The Kimberley region within the last twelve 
months has been mentioned as being ready to become 
another State within the Commonwealth. The scheme 
has much to commend it as the potentialities of the 
area are considerable. 
The Freeland League 
Just prior to World War II an overseas organisa-
tion known as the Freeland League, comprised entirely 
of Jews, was seeking a place to escape from the 
persecution carried out by Hitler and his Nazi follow-
ing. Jews in Germany were being outlawed and 
indiscriminately massacred, and their population 
numbered several millions. The League's attention 
was directed to Australia as being a country wanting 
more people for the development of its resources. 
A representative. Dr. I. N. Steinberg, arrived in 
Perth in May 1939 and immediately approached the 
State Government for its interest and assistance. He 
was received sympathetically, and also received 
encouragement from the community generally, which 
included the Churches, and various public bodies as 
well as trade unions. His attention was directed to 
the Kimberley district with its wide open spaces as 
being the most suitable for settlement. 
The scheme announced was that the Jews were 
ready to go on the land and stay there to make a 
living. Fear was expressed in some quarters that 
these people would not take up primary production, 
and would then become a burden on the nation. How-
ever, an inspection was made by Dr. Steinberg and his 
associates over the whole area. They were welcomed 
by the local residents and particularly by the Durack 
family who were in control of about 7,000,000 acres of 
grazing land, much of which could be used for agri-
culture. 
Meanwhile, negotiations were being carried out 
with the Commonwealth Government. As the Com-
monwealth is in control of immigration to Australia, 
the decision rested with Canberra. The scheme also 
met with favour in the Eastern States as the persecu-
tion against the Jews in Germany was increasing and 
as a result the Jews had considerable public sympathy. 
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Towards the end of the year war was declared between 
Germany and Great Britain and her Allies, and that 
also caused some delay in launching the scheme, but 
it was still being organised. 
On July 11, 1941, the Premier of Western 
Australia urged the Commonwealth Government, then 
led by Mr. Menzies for a decision, but nothing was 
done. On October 2 Mr. Menzies resigned and a Labor 
Government under Mr. Curtin took office, and the 
Freeland League still pressed for a decision. On this 
occasion they were supported by a letter from the 
State Government to the Prime Minister and by the 
Australian Council of Trade Unions. 
Jewish Scheme Rejected 
On December 7 Japan declared war on Australia 
which made it a struggle for existence, and defence 
schemes were all that interested the Government. 
However, the League kept the matter alive during the 
war period, hoping for the best. During 1944, the 
Federal Government appointed a Departmental Com-
mittee to investigate all phases of immigration into 
Australia, and their finding was against the Jewish 
scheme. 
The decision was accepted by the Government, 
which told the League that Jewish people would be 
welcomed in Australia as individuals but would not be 
catered for under any special scheme. The Australian 
Press criticised the Government severely for its decis-
ion. The Labour Government was succeeded by a 
Liberal administration, which has carried out an 
extensive policy of immigration to Australia, but there 
has been no attempt to revive the Jewish scheme. 
The scheme which had been rejected had value in 
advertising the area in another direction. The investi-
gations carried out by the Western Australian Govern-
ment showed that in addition to the Kimberleys being 
a pastoral and mineral area, it was capable of agricul-
tural production. 
Potential for Sugar Cultivation 
The area is situated between latitudes 15 and 18 
degrees. This is in line on the other side of the 
continent with Cairns, North Queensland, which pro-
duces sugar cane, maize, bananas, tobacco and all 
kinds of agricultural products. Experiments have 
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shown that sugar cane can be grown there comparable 
with the same product in Queensland. It would not 
be surprising if the regulations upon sugar production 
were eased or extended in Australia so that this land 
will get its chance. Another reminder is that the 
country is almost free from drought, with flowing 
streams that could be used for irrigation when neces-
sary.'^' 
As a concluding feature it is interesting to note 
that Queensland has had a closer relationship with the 
settlement of the Kimberleys than any other Eastern 
State. In the fifties of the last century a surveyor, 
Augustus Charles Gregory, led an expedition sponsored 
by the British Government to search for the missing 
explorer, Ludwig Leichhardt who was last heard of in 
1848 in the Maranoa district which later became 
Queensland. Gregory left Cambridge Gulf and 
travelled up the Ord River before turning eastward in 
his search, which was unsuccessful. He reached 
Brisbane eventually and settled here. Later, he 
became the new colony's first Surveyor General and 
afterwards became President of the Legislative Coun-
cil. Nat Buchanan brought the first cattle into the 
country from Queensland, followed by the Durack 
family who became established in a large way. 
There were the prospectors from the Palmer, 
Gilbert and Croydon goldfields. There was also a well 
known figure — a Queensland journalist with the pen 
name "Potjostler," William Carr-Boyd, who leci an 
exploring expedition across the Northern Territory 
into the East Kimberleys. He was a great humorist 
and an entertainer and his name will live on as the 
Carr Boyd Range, a prominent land mark, is named 
after him. 
Another well known identity was a North Queens-
land pastoralist, Frank Hann, who carried out explor-
ing work in North Western Kimberley and was speared 
by the blacks in 1896. To-day the Kimberleys stand 
as a land awaiting speculative interest whether within 
Australia or from overseas, and the markets in pros-
pect could be the overcrowded nations of Asia for food 
supplies and other necessities of life. _ 
(6) As a matter of interest at the present time, the West Australian State 
(Jovernment is giving encouragement and support to the construction 
of a large dam on the Ord River to provide closer settlement for a 
farming community. This is a move almost revolutionarv in an area of 
Australia where holding of any size less than one million acres puts 
the landholder low on the scale of influence. The State Government 
is also interested in improved roads for the use or road trains which 
would be a considerable help to development of this ter r i torv . 
